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Texas Attorney Disciplinary System

Written Grievance 
Filed with CDC

Appeal to BODA

Referral to CAAP

Complainant and Respondent 
Notified of Dismissal and Referral 
to CAAP.  Complainant Notified 

of Right to Appeal. 

Classified as an 
Inquiry

Complainant May 
Amend and Re-file

BODA Affirms 
Dismissal

within 20 days

within 30 days

within 30 
days

Classified as a 
Complaint

To Page 2CDC Classifies

BODA Reverses 
Classification
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To Page 3

Presented to Summary 
Disposition Panel

CDC Determine No 
Just Cause CDC Determines Just 

Cause

CFLD Becomes Client

CDC Performs Just 
Cause Investigation

Respondent Notified with 
30 Days to Respond From 
Date of Receipt of Notice

From Page 1
Classified as a 

Complaint

Just Cause Determination:  
within 60 Days of 

Respondent’s Response 
Deadline (Rule 2.12)

Complainant Referred 
to CAAP Panel Dismisses Panel Does Not 

Dismiss
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Respondent Elects or 
Defaults to 

Evidentiary Process

CDC Serves 
Respondent with 

Evidentiary Petition

no later than 5:00 p.m. on the first Monday 
following the expiration of 20 days after service

Respondent Notified 
and provided with a 

description of the facts 
and the rule violations 

alleged

CDC Determines Just 
Cause

within 20 days

From Page 2 within 
20 days

Respondent Elects 
District Court

Case Dismissed

Appeals of BODA 
decisions to the 
Supreme Court

Evidentiary Appeals to 
BODA

Order Of Default 
Judgment Presented to 

Evidentiary Panel

Evidentiary Hearing

Respondent DefaultsRespondent Answers

Sanction Entered

Evidentiary Panel 
Does Not Find 

Misconduct

Evidentiary Panel 
Finds Misconduct

To Page 4
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Sanctions Entered

Respondent Served 
with Disciplinary 

Petition

Misconduct Found

Case Dismissed

Trial in District Court
Court Does Not Enter 

Default Judgment
Court Enters Default 

Judgment

Respondent Defaults

From Page 3

Respondent Answers

Disciplinary Petition 
field with the Supreme 

Court and Judge 
Appointed

Respondent Elects 
District Court

No Misconduct Found

Appeals to Court  of 
Appeals

Appeals to the 
Supreme Court


